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S^ ME < LL procdicamentum something predicated, 
Efrij deriv. of praedicare. See predicate, -ment] 



cate, portend. Predict, prophesy, foresee, forecast pre*doni*i*nanco (pri dom^a nans), n. the state, con- 



>a*nien*tal (pri dik-'a men'tl, pred^i ka-), adj. 
B.men/tal'ly, adv. 
Predicament, dilemma, plight, quandary 
ympleasant or puzzling situations. Predicament 
ar^GHT stress more the unpleasant nature, quan- 
^^nd dilemma the puzzling nature of the situation. 
*^i^BNT and PUGHT are sometimes interchangea- 
however, though originally meaning peril or 
is 'seldom used todav except laughingly: When 



mean to know or tell (usually correctly) beforehand what 
will happen. To predict is usually to foretell with preci- 
sion of calculation, knowledge, or shrewd inference from 
facts or experience: 77ie aatronomera can predict an 
eclipse; it may, however, be used without the implication 
of imderlying knowledge or expertise: / predict she'll be 
a success at the party. Prophesy usually means to predict 
future events by the aid of divine or supernatural inspiT 
ration: Merlin prophesied the two knights would meet in 
conflict; this verb, too, may be used in a more general, 



!^hS wasn't ready at the cleaners, he was in a terrible less specific sense. / prophesy he'll be back in the old job. 
^^pBSDiCAMENT, though Ukewiso capable of being To foresee refers specifically 
S^flhtlv. may also refer to i 



Sliriitlyt refer to a really crucial situation: 

Sifed in a strange city without money, he was in a 



SKmnient Dilemma, in popular use, means a position 
^S^t^ or perplexity in which one is faced by two 
undesirable alternatives: the dilemma of a host- 
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[y not to the uttering of pre- 
dictions but to the mental act of seeing ahead; there is 
oflen (but not always) a practical implication of prepar- 
ing for what will happen: He was clever enough to foresee 
this shortage of materials. Forecast has much the same 
meaning as predict; it is used today particularly of the 
weather and other phenomena that cannot easily be ac- 
curately predicted: Rain and snow are forecast for to- 
night. Economists forecast a rise in family income, 
pre"dic*tion (pri dik^shan), n. I. an act of predicting. 
2. an instance of this; prophecy. [1555-65; < L proedic- 
tion- (s. of praedictio) a foretelling. See predict, -ion] 
— Syn. 2. forecast, augury, prognostication, divination, 
projection. 

pre*dic*tive (pri dik^tiv), a4}. 1. of or pertaining to 
prediction: losing one's predictive power. 2. used or use- 
ful for predicting or foretelling the future: to look for 
predictive signs among the stars. 3. being an indication 
of the future or of future conditions: o cold wind predic- 
connote; imply: tive of snow. [1650-60; < LL praedictivus foretelling. 
^ri^ion predicates a change of attitude. 4. to See predict, -ive] — pro-die' tlve-ly, adv. — pre*dlc'- 
Sa'or derive (a statement, action, etc.); base (usually tlvo-ness, n. 

on): He predicated his behavior on hia faith in pre*dic*tOr (pri dik'tar), n. 1. a person or thing that 
BjDu(y. —0.1. 5. to make an affirmation or assertion, predicts. 2. MatK a formula for determining additional 
ft.; predicated. 7. Gram, belonging to the predi- values or derivatives of a function from the relationship 
^^d'pmiicate noun. — n. 8. Gram, (in many Ian- of its given values. [1645-65; < ML proedictor. See pre - 
>a , 88 English) a syntactic unit that fimctions as one dict -tor] 

i^gt^^Sle^randfh^tT^^^^ "JJIl^^S^^P^^Dii^^^ 
a^in EngUsh may agree with the subject in number, [164^5; predict + -cry ] 

fi^f an the words governed by the verb or modifying pre-dhgest (pre''di jesf , -di-), v.t. 1. to treat (food) by 



^^'must choose between offending her anti-drink- 
g^uests or disappointing those who expected cocktails. 
^inARY ifl the state of mental perplexity of one faced 
§^ difficult situation: TTierc seemed to be no way out 
T^quandary. 

EK{<ant (pred'i kant), adj. 1. preaching: o predi- 
S religious order. — n. 2. a preacher. [1580-90; < L 
w^icant- (s. of proedicona), prp. of praedicare to 
SSb; see -ant] 

llS^iKi3t6 {v. pred-'i kat^; adj., n. pred-'i kit), v., -cat- 
ftl^at*lng. adj., n. — v.t. 1. to proclaim; declare; 

assert 2. Logic, a. to affirm or assert (some- 
jffijof the subject of a proposition, b. to make (a term) 
gniedicate of such a proposition. 3. to cc 
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jPlfiSwhoie often expressing the action performed by or 
attributed to the subject, as isTiere in Larry is 
g!^9. Logic that which is affirmed or denied con- 
vrnng the subject of a proposition. [1400-50; (n.) late 
jBfe MF predicot) < ML praedicatum, n. use of neut. 
^UffpneduAtus, ptp. of praedicare to declare publicly, 
■Brt^apiiv. to proe- pre- + dica(re) to show, indicate, 
^Jmown + -tus ptp. sufHx; (v. and adj.) < L prae- 
l^p; cf. preach] — pred''l»ca/tion, n. — pred''l«ca'- 
^f'' o^y* — pred*l»ca*tlvo (pred'i ka^'tiv, -ka-; Brit. 

/abv), adj. — pred/i*ca''tive*ly, adv. 
p~ JlcatO ad^jective* Gram, an adjective used in 
iSpdicate, esp. with a copulative verb and attributive 
' subject, as in ffe is dead, or attributive to the di- 
as in h made him sick. [1880-85] 
calculus. Logic. See functional calcu- 
called pred/icate log'ic. [1945-50] 

nom^lnative. (in l^tin, Greek, and cer- 

languages) a predicate noun or adjective in 

iSSginative case. [1886-90] 

Ite noun^. Gram, a noun used in the predi - 
h^a' copulative verb or a factitive verb and hav- 
wme referent as the subject of the copulative 
stha direct object of the factitive verb, as in She is 
■^^or.TTiey elected her mayor. 

Objec^tive, Gram. See objective com- 

'tor (pred'i ka^'tar), n. Gram, the verbal ele- 
dause or sentence. [1425-75 for an earlier 




ME: preacher < L praedicator publicizer; see pr6*diS*tOr*tion 



an artificial process analogous to digestion so that, when 
taken into the body, it is more easily digestible. 2. to 
make simpler or plainer, as for easier understanding. 
[1655-65; pre- + digest] — pre^'di'ges/tion, n. 
prO*dl*lec*tion (pred^'l ek'shan, pred'^-), n. a ten- 
dency to think favorably of something in particular; par- 
tiality; preference: a predilection for Bach. [1735-45; < 
ML praediiect(iis) beloved, ptp. of praediligere to prefer 
(see PRE-, diligent) -f -ion] 

— Syn. bias, inclination, leaning, liking, weakness, pre- 
disposition, prepossession. 

pre*diS*pose (pre^^di spoz/), v., -posed, -pos'ins* 

— v.t. 1. to give an inclination or tendency to before- 
hand; make susceptible: Genetic factors may predispose 
human beings to certain metabolic diseases. 2. to ren- 
der subject, susceptible, or liable: The evidence predis- 
poses him to public censure. 3. to dispose beforehand. 
4. Archaic, to dispose of beforehand, as in a will, legacy, 
or the 'like. — v.u 5. to give or furnish a tendency or 
inclination: an underground job that predisposes to lung 
infection. [1640-50; pre- + dispose] — pre>'di8*pos'al, 
n. — pre*dis*pos>ed*ly (pre^di sp&'zid le, -spozd'-), 
adv. — pre''dls*pos^ed*ne8S, n. 
— Syn. 1. prearrange, prepare. 3. bias, incline. 
pre*dis*po*si*tion (pre dis^pa zish^an, pre^'dis-), n. 1. 
the fact or condition of being predisposed: a predisposi- 
tion to think optimistically. 2. Med. tendency to a con- 
dition or quality, usually based on the combined effects 
of genetic and environmental factors. [1615-25; pre- + 
dispositign] — pre>dis^po*sKtlon*aL adj. 



•tory (pred'i ka t6r^6, -tor^S), adj. of or 
to preaching. [1605-15; < L praedicatorius 
see predicate, -tory'] 

fieri dikt^), v.L 1. to declare or tell in ad- 
jh^y; foretell: to predict the weather; to pre- 
' of a civilization. —v.L 2. to foretell the fu- 
a prediction. [1540-50; < L praedictus, ptp. 
« to foretell, equiv, to prae- pre- + die-, var. 
to say -tus ptp. suffix; see dictum] — pre- 
Qdj. ~pre*dict/a-bil/i*ty. n. — pre»dlct'a» 



(pre''di stor'shan), n. Electronics. 
pre^'-diS'tor^tion. [pre- + distor- 



2. presage, divine, augur, project, prognostic 



preemphasis. Also, 
tion] 

pred*nls*0*lone (pred nis'a \onO* ru Pharm. a syn- 
thetic glucocorticoid, CgiHzsOs, used in various forms to 
treat inflammation and allergies and in the treatment of 
acute leukemia, Hodgkin's disease, and lymphomas. 
[1950-55; alter, of prednisone by insertion of -ol*] 

pred*ni*50ne (pred^na son^, -zdn^), n. Pharm. an an- 
alogue of cortisone, CziHsgOs. used as an anti- inflamma- 
tory, immunosuppressive, and antineoplastic in the 
treatment of various diseases. [1950-55; preigna)- 
d(ie)n(e), a component of its chemical name -H (cort)i- 
sone] 



dition, or quality of being predominant: the predomi- 
nance of the rich over the poor. Also, pre*dom/|*nan*cy. 
[1595-1605; predomin(ant) + -ance] 
pro*doni*l*nant (pri dom^a nant), a^;. 1. having as- 
cendancy, power, authority, or influence over others; 
preeminent. 2. preponderant; prominent: a predomi- 
nant trait; the predominant color of a painting. [157()- 
80; < ML praedomtnant- (s. of praedominans), prp. of 
praedominari to predominate. See pre-, dominant] 
— pre*donVI*nant*ly, adv. 
— Syn. 1, 2. See dominant. 

pre*doni*l*nat6 (pri dom^a nat^), u., -nat-ed, -nat*ing. 

—v.L 1. to be the stronger or leading element or force. 
2. to have numerical superiority or advantage: 77ie radi- 
cals predominate in the new legislature. 3. to surpass 
others in authority or influence; be preeminent: He 
predominated in the political scene. 4. to have or exert 
controlling power (often fol. by ouer): Good sense 
predominated over the impulse to fight. 5. to appear 
more noticeable or imposing than something else: Blues 
and greena predominated in the painting, —v.t. 6. to 
dominate or prevail over. [1585-95; < ML prae- 
dominatus, ptp. of praedominari to predominate. See 
pre-, dominate] — pre*donn*l-nate*ly (pri dom^a nit- 
le), adv. — pre^doni'l'nat^ing'ly, adv. — pre*dom'^l* 
paction, n. — pre*dom^i>na'^tor, n. 
—Syn. 4. overrule, dominate. 

pre*dy*naS*tiC (prS-'di nas'tik), odj. of, pertaining to, 
or belon^ng to a time or period before the first dynasty 
of a nation, esp. the period in Egypt before c3200 e.c. 
[1895-1900; pre- + dynastic] 

pree (pre), n., v., preed, pree*ing. Scot, and North Eng. 
— n. 1. a test, trial, or taste; a test by sampling. — v.t 2. 
to try, test, or taste. 3. pree the mouth of, Scot to 
kiss. Also, prie. [1690-1700; shortened form of preive, 
ME preue (n.), preven (v.) < OF pr(o)eue, preuver; see 
prove] 

pre«e*clamp*Si*a (pre^i klamp/se a), n. Pathol a 
form of toxemia of pregnancy, characterized by hyper- 
tensiouj fluid retention, and albuminuria, sometimes 
progressing to eclampsia. Also, pre'^-e«clamp>^si*a. 
[1920-26; pre- + eclampsia] 

prO*0*leC*tion (prg^'i lek-^shan), n. 1. a choice or se- 
lection made beforehand. — adj. 2. coming before an 
election: preelection promises. Also, pro^-e-lec'tlon. 
[1890-95; pre- + election] 

pre-E*liz*a*be-than (pre^i Uz^a be^than, -beth/an). 
adj. (of English culture, history, traditions, etc.) before 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth I; before the second half of 
the 16tn century. 

prO*0*mer*gence (pre^i mur'jans), adj. occurring or 
applied before the emergence of a plant from the soil: 

ftreemer^ence herbicide. Also, pre^-^mer^sence. 
1930-35; pre- + emergence] 
pre<e*mer*gent (prS-'i mur'jant), adj. Hort. 1. of or 
pertaining to seedlings before they emerge or appear 
above ground: a preemergent weed-killer, —ru 2. a 
preemergence chemical, as a herbicide. Also, pre^-e* 
mer'gent. [1955-^0; pre- + emergent] * 
pree*mie (pre^me), n. Informal. an infant bom 
prematurely; a preterm. [1925-30; prem(ature), re- 
spelled to represent the pron. unambiguously -I- -ie] 
prO*Om*i*nenC8 (pre em'a nans), n. the state or 
character of being preeminent. Also, pre-em^l*nence. 
[1175-1225; ME < LL praeeminentia. See preeminent, 
-ence] 

prO*eni*i*nent (prS em^a nant), odj. eminent above or 
before others; superior; surpassing: He is preeminent in 
his profession. Also, pre-^m^l^nent. [1400-50; late ME 
< L praeeminent- (d. of praeeminens), prp. of prae- 
eminere to project forward, oe prominent. See pre-, emi- 
nent] — pre*enfv^i*nent*ly, adu. 

— Syn. distinguished, peerless, supreme. See dominant. 
pre*6m*pha*SiS (pre em' fa sis), n. Electronics. a 
process of increasing the amplitude of certain frequen- 
cies relative to others in a signal in order to help them 
override noise, complemented oy deemphasis before final 

CONCISE pronunciation kby: act, cipe, dare, part; set, Sqital; if, ice; 
ox, over, order, oil, bSok, b66t, out; up, Urge; child; sing; flho^- thin, 
Aat; zh as in treasure, a = a as in alone, e as in system, i as in 
easily, o as in gallop, u as in circus; • as in fire (f i*r)i kour (ou*r). 
1 and n can serve as syllabic consonanta, as in crodie (krad'l), and 
button (but'n). See the full key inside the front cover. 



. -trolled, 
,y'»y. n., pi -sles. 



pre'^-Co-per'^nt*can*ism, n. 
pre*cop'y, n., pi -cop'les, v.t, 

-cop'ied, -cop-yins* 
pre*cor'a*coid'^, adj. 
pre*cor'dIal, adj. 
pre>cor'ne*at, adj. 
pre^cor*o*na'^tlon, n. 
pre^conrect'', v.t; -ly, adv.; 

-ness. n. 

pre'cor-rec'tion, n. 
pro'^cor-re-spond'. v.i. 
pre^conre-spond'ence, n. 
pre^corTe*8pond'ent adj. 
pre^or'rl'dor, n. 
pre^cor-rupt', v.t; -ly, adv.; 
•ness, n. 

pre'^cor*rup'tlon, n. 
pre^cor-rup'tlve, adj. 
pro'cos'mic. adj. 
pre^cos'ml-cal. adj.; -ly, adv. 
pre*cos/tal, adj. 
pre-coun'sel, n., v., -seled, 

-sel*lng or (esp. Brit.) -selied. 

-sel-ltng. 

pre-coun'sel-lor, n. 



pre*cra8h/, v., adj. 
pre-crease/, v.t -creased, 

-creaS'lns. 
pre'^cre-a/tion, n. 
pre*cred/|t, v.t 
pre*cred'i*tor, n. 
pre*creed', n. 
pre<crit'i>cl8m, n. 
pre*crlt'^l-cize'', v.t, -clzed, 

-clz*lns* 

pre-cru'clal, adj. 
pre*cru/ral, adj. 
pre'^-Cru'Sade', adj. 
pre*cry 8/ ta 1-line, adj. 
pro*cul'tl-vate^, v.t, -vat-ed, 
-vat*in£E. 

pre^cul*tl-va/tion, n. 
pre-cuKtur*al. adj.; -ly, adv. 
pre*cuKture, n. 
pre*cure<^. n., v.t, -cured. 
-cur*lns. 

pre-cur'rent. adj. 
pre'^cur*ric'u<lar. adj. 
pre^cur*ric/u*lum, n.. 
dI -lums. -la. 



v.t, -aged. 



. adj. 



pre-danVage, n., 

•ag-lng. 
pre*damn', v.t 
pre^dam*na'tlon, n. 
pre-Dan/te-an, adj. 
pro'dark', adj. 
pre-dark'ness, n. 
prO'^-Dar-wln'l-an, 
pre*da/ta. n. 
pro'day''. n. 
pre*day'llght^, n. 
pre*day'tlme>', n. 
pre-deal'er, n. 
pre-deal'^lng, n. ■ 
pre*death', n. 
proKJeath^ly, adj. 
pre^de-bate', n. 
pre^de*bat'er, n. 
pre-deb'lt. n., v.t 
pre*debt''or. n. 
pro'^do'ceive'. v.t, 

-celv-ing. 
pre^de-celv'er, n. 
pre^de-cep/tion, n. 
pro'^de-cide'. v.t, -cld-ed. 



, -colved. 



pre^de*cl/stve, a4j.: -ly. adv. 
pre'dec-la-ra'^tlon, n. 
pre^dO'Clare/, v.t, -clared, 
•clar*ing. 

pre^dec^ll'na'tlon, lu. 
pre^de-cllne'. v.t, -cllned. 
-clln-lng. 

pre^de^cree', v.t., -creed, 
•creo'lng. 

prowled/ l-cate/, v.t, -cat-ed. 
-cat-lng. 

pre'^ded*l*ca'tlon, n. 
pr&^de-duct', v.t 
pr&^de-duc'tlon, n. 
pre^de*fault', n., v. 
pre^'de^feat', n., v. 
pre-de'fect. n. 
pre^de*fec'tlve, adj. 
pr&'de-fence', n. 
pre^de-fend', v.t 
pre^de*fen8e', n. 
pre^de-fl^ance, n. 
pre/de>fl/clen*cy, n.. pi. -€108. 
pre^de*f Indent, adj.; -ly. adv. 
pre^de-flne/, v.t, -fined. 



